IEF Conference Conclusion
Sunday afternoon, October 14, 2007

Action Plans, and a Closing 

Workshop: Creating Action Plans

Peter Adriance and Diana Cartwright took the conference through a process in which we contacted moments in our lives when we felt that we have taken useful action about climate change. After each table got to know the kinds of efforts and attitudes that have animated their associates, individuals were then guided to examine their own contributions, to develop new goals, and to plan what actions they and their communities will take. And how about you, the on-line community? What are you able to do? How can you multiply your efforts as you plant seeds and collaborate with others?

Concluding Remarks: Arthur Dahl, President, International Environment Forum

This is not a conference where you can go home unchanged and unmoved…

The crisis of climate was laid out for us clearly early in the conference, as were subsequently the ethical and spiritual dimensions of the human response to it. Small disappointments of the conference included that Aboriginal (especially Inuit, those who may be suffering the most from climate change) and Francophone representation wasn’t greater. 

As a species, we’re on a very fast train that is certain to crash, and we can’t simply get off. How do we slow the machine down? How do we lessen the impact that is surely coming? Much of the challenge for individuals is how to take leadership in integrating changed lifestyles, habits and perspectives into our lives. Integrity: we cannot live as if we do not know what we do know.

Another challenge for the IEF community, for all communities that have become mindful of the need for change: how do we widen the appeal of these ideas? How do we awaken the same level of concern and hopeful effort in the broader community? He gratefully and graciously invited all of us to become ever better links in the chain of human growth and betterment.  
And as Baha’u’llah, Prophet-Founder of the Baha’i Faith, urges all of us:

“Let deeds, not words, be your adorning.”
